
SOILLIGHT ZONE

CARE AT A GLANCE

PRUNING

LIGHT

SOIL

WATER
Conifers need plenty of  sun to thrive, although take 
care not to site them in areas with full, all-day 
scorching sun. Particularly in hot climates, some 
afternoon shade can help conifers get through long, 
hot summers. 6 hours of  direct sunlight or 8-10 hours 
of  dappled sunlight is ideal.

FEEDING

Full 
Sun

Well-drained,
slightly acidic

Excepting our native Bald Cypress, conifers require 
excellent drainage to thrive. Heavy clay soils should 
be amended with a soil conditioner at planting and be 
top-dressed with organic matter every year. Planting 
conifers a few inches above the existing soil line will 
also improve drainage. Do not add sand or gravel to 
the bottom of  your planting hole, as this may create 
worse drainage problems.

After planting, check your plant every 2-3 days to see 
if  it needs water. If  the top 2”-3” are dry, water 
thoroughly. Once established (usually after 3-6 
months), your conifer shouldn’t need any 
supplemental water except in times of  drought.

Prune conifers when they are dormant. Most cannot 
grow back from old wood, so make sure to never 
prune back more than one third of  the foliage. Prune 
away dead or dying branches at any time of  the year. 
Note that many conifers, such as Pine and Arborvitae 
shed 3-year needles every year, usually in fall. This is 
a natural process and no action is needed.

Conifers do not need much fertilizer. Apply a 
fertilizer formulated for acid-loving plants or 
top-dress with a few inches of  compost once a year, 
in early spring or late fall.
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Conifers for the South 

RECOMMENDED PRODUCTS
SOIL

FERTILIZER

HAPPY FROG Soil Conditioner

ESPOMA Holly Tone

Planting conifers to your garden can add a unique dimension of  structure and texture that con-
trasts beautifully with deciduous trees and shrubs, and even broadleaf  evergreens. Although 
every conifer (like Firs) will not thrive in the Piedmont region of  North Carolina, there are 
many other species to choose from, such as arborvitae, false cypress and pine. The biggest 
obstacles for growing most conifers are our summer heat and clay soil. If  you take care to site 
and plant appropriately, conifers can become long-lived architectural specimens to your garden.

SEE REVERSE SIDE for CONIFERS SUITABLE FOR NC PIEDMONT GARDENS*
*Note that this list represents some of  our favorite species for our area and is not comprehensive. 

All cultivars may not be available at certain times of  the year. See an associate for more details.
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DWARF (Under 5 FT)
Andorra Compacta Juniper

Juniperus horizontalis ‘Youngstown’
 

Japanese Cryptomeria
Cryptomeria japonica ‘Dragon Prince’ & ‘Globosa Nana’

 

Dainty Doll Hinoki Cypress
Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Dainty Doll’

 

Gold Mop False Cypress
Chamaecyparis pisifera ‘Golden Mop’

 

Fire Chief  Arborvitae
Thuja occidentalis ‘Congabe’

 

Golden Globe Arborvitae
Thuja occidentalis ‘Golden Globe’

 

Hetz Midget Arborvitae
Thuja occidentalis ‘Hetz Midget’

 

Kosteri Hinoki Cypress
Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Kosteri’

 

Mr. Bowling Ball Arborvitae
Thuja occidentalis ‘Bobozam’

 

Nana Juniper
Juniperus procumbens ‘Nana’

 

Nana Lutea Hinoki Cypress
Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Nana Lutea’

 

Pacific Juniper
Juniperus conferta ‘Blue Pacific’ & ‘Golden Pacific’

  

Whipcord Arborvitae
Thuja plicata ‘Whipcord’

MEDIUM (5-10 FT)
 

Blue Shag Pine
Pinus strobus ‘Blue Shag’

 
Mini Twists Pine

Pinus strobus ‘Mini Twists’
 

Spiralis Hinoki Cypress
Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Spiralis’

LARGE (Over 10 FT)
Angel Falls Pine | Pinus strobus ‘Angel Falls’
 

Aoi Pine | Pinus parviflora ‘Aoi’
 

Arizona Cypress | Cupressus arizonica ‘Carolina 
Sapphire’
 

Bald Cypress | Taxodium distichum
 

Blue Atlas Cedar | Cedrus atlantica
 

Blue Point Juniper | Juniperus chinensis ‘Blue Point’
 

Brodie Juniper | Juniperus virginiana ‘Brodie’
 

Dawn Redwood | Metasequoia glyptostroboides
 

Deodar Cedar | Cedrus deodora
  

Emerald Arborvitae | Thuja occidentalis ‘Smaragd’
 

Fukazumi Pine | Pinus parviflora ‘Fukazumi’
 

Gimborn Beauty Hinoki Cypress | Chamaecyparis obtusa 
‘Gimborn Beauty’
 

Green Giant Arborvitae | Thuja occidentalis ‘Green 
Giant’
 

Indigo Eyes Pine | Pinus heldreichii ‘Indigo Eyes’
 

Irish Bells Pine | Pinus heldreichii ‘Irish Bells’
 

Iseli Green Hinoki Cypress | Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Iseli 
Green’
 

Louis White Pine | Pinus strobus ‘Louie’
 

Rowe’s Arboretum Pine | Pinus bungeana ‘Rowe 
Arboretum’
 

Spartan Juniper | Juniperus chinensis ‘Spartan’
 

Thunderhead Japanese Black Pine | Pinus thunbergii 
‘Thunderhead’
 

Uncle Foggy Pine | Pinus banksiana ‘Uncle Foggy’
 

Vanderwolf  Pine | Pinus flexilis ‘Vanderwolf ’
 

Yoshino Cryptomeria | Cryptomeria japonica ‘Yoshino’
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