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Lawn Care Calendar for Fescue & Cool Season Grasses   

 
Jan: -Perform soil tests with the North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (NCDA) 

-A great month to apply lime & begin treating soils before the growing season. 
-Have your mower tuned up & blades sharpened. 

 
Feb: -After Valentine's Day apply a Crabgrass Preventer, A Crabgrass Preventer plus Fertilizer (20-0-3), 

a Slow Release Fertilizer (16-0-8) or Phase 1 Application (24-0-8) 
-Spray Weed Beater Ultra if you are experiencing early season broadleaf weeds. 
-Apply Bonide moss control. 

 

Mar: -If pre-emergent has not been applied to the lawn then you can over-seed fescue grasses at a rate of 
5lbs per 1000sqft or 10lbs per 1000sqft on bare ground. 
-Make first application of Milky Spore for Grub Control. If necessary, apply grub control products with Dylox. 

 

Apr: -Control broadleaf weeds with Weed Out granules, Weed & Feed (if you have not fertilized yet) or 
Weed Beater Ultra. 
-Make Phase 2 application in the first half of the month. 16-0-8 

 

May: -Start Brown Patch prevention. Apply fungicides containing Propiconazole (Infuse) every 14 days or Serenade 
-After 90 days from first application you can reapply Crabgrass Preventatives. 
-Raise mowing height of fescue to 3.5"-4" to combat heat & weeds. 

 

June: -If grass looks yellow & limp apply an Iron Supplement, fertilizer is not needed. 
-Start controlling encroaching bermudagrass with turflon ester or Bermuda grass killer. 
-Continue fungicide application every 14 days. If not applying a preventative use Infuse spray to spot treat 
brown patch every 10-14 days until fungus disappears. 
-Make a second Milky Spore application for Grub Control. 
-Apply Phase 3 (12-0-10) application at the end of the month for lawn insect control. 

 

July: -It's Summer, take a well-deserved break! 
 

Aug: -Control weeds as necessary. Be aware that herbicides can delay seeding times for the Fall. 
-Start prepping for reseeding in the Fall, lime can be applied to correct soil pH. 

 

Sept: -Aerate, reseed & fertilize fescue lawns as needed. Use a New Lawn Starter (9-13-7) for seeding or a 
Classic Lawn Food (16-0-8) for lawn maintenance. 
-Make a 3rd Milky Spore application for Grub Control. 
-Lower mowing height of fescue to 2.5". 
-Apply a crabgrass preventative if you do not plan to reseed. 

 
Oct: -Grass seed can still be applied to lawns, while soil temperatures remain above 50 degrees. 

 

Nov: -Apply Winterizer (10-0-14) or a Phase 4 Application to fescue lawns (12-0-15) 

 

Dec: -Take the month off! Enjoy the Holidays! 
Lime:  
    -NC soil is generally acidic and needs to be limed every year to keep it in a range of 6-6.5. Lime can be spread any time of the year. 
Do not spread more than 40# per 1000sqft in a single application. 
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Lawn Care Calendar for Warm Season Grasses   

 
Jan & 

Feb: 
-Annual Rye grass can be sown & will germinate if daytime temps reach 60 degrees for several days. 
-Perform Soil Tests with NCDA, this is a great time to apply lime. 
-Have your mower tuned up & blades sharpened. 
-If you have chickweed or other early season weeds apply a weed killer without a fertilizer. 
-Killz All, Kleen Up or Round Up may also be safely used on dormant lawns to kill weeds as temps allow.  

 

Mar & 
April: 

-Apply a crabgrass preventer/preemergent. 
-Apply first treatment of Milky Spore 
-Control common broadleaf weeds in the yard with Weed Out 

 

May: -Sod, Seeds or Plugs can safely be placed in the lawn. Seeds will germinate when evening soil temperatures 
reach above 50 degrees. 
-Fertilize Warm Season grasses (Zoysia, Centipede, Bermuda & St. Augustine) as soon as they begin to green. 
Fertilize with warm season feeds such as Fertilome Centipede Fertilizer (15-0-15), Fertilome Classic Lawn Food 
(16-0-8) or Espoma Organic Lawn Food (9-0-0). 
-Fertilize warm season grasses every other month (recommended) & up to monthly applications from May to 
September. 

 
June 

& July: 
-Apply second treatment of Milky Spore. 
-Continue to Fertilize Warm Season Grasses every other month or as needed per month. (May to September) 

 

Aug: -If you DO plan to overseed in the fall, wait until you have mowed the new grass 3 times before spraying 
winter weeds with Weed Beater Ultra. This will not control Poa Annua. 
-If you DO NOT plan on reseeding in the fall you can apply a crabgrass pre-emergent herbicide to prevent 
winter season weeds such as Poa Annua. 
-Continue to Fertilize Warm Season Grasses every other month or as needed per month. (May to September) 

 

Sept: -Use a potassium (K) only soil fertilizer/amendment with Centipede Lawns to help it overwinter. 
-Make last application of fertilizer to established Warm Season Grasses. 
-Apply Third treatment of Milky Spore for the year. 

 

Oct: -Aerate lawn to relieve compaction from roots 
-To keep a Warm Season Lawn looking green during the cold months overseed with Annual Rye Grass or 
after the Lawn has gone dormant for a season. The Annual Rye grass will keep Winter & early Spring weeds 
from taking over a dormant lawn. Rye Grass can be spread at 5-10lbs per 1000sqft. 

 
Nov & 

Dec: 
-Keep fallen leaves off of the existing lawn or newly seeded areas. 
-Rye will still germinate if sown while daytime temperatures still reach 60 degrees for several days. 

Lawn Care Tips: Warm Season Grasses 
    -Mow warm season lawns to a height of 1", keep mower blades sharpened 
    -Centipede should only be fertilized once a year & requires a slightly acid soil (5.0-6.0) unlike other warm season 
       Grasses. 

Lawn Care Tips: Cool Season Grasses 
    -Mow cool season lawns to a height of 2"-3", keep mower blades sharpened to avoid disease. Leave clippings to 
       decompose for quick & gently nitrogen supplement. 
    -Water weekly with 1 ½" of water at one time if it does not rain. Best time to water is 2am – 8am. 
    -Fescue lawns require a soil pH of 6.5-7.0 
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