
ATLANTIC
GARDENING COMPANY

· For more gardening advice, visit www.atlanticgardening.com/contact ·

ATLANTIC
GARDENING COMPANY GARDEN MASTER Japanese Maple Care Guide

Sun Conditions | Filtered or dappled light is ideal for Japanese Maples. In North Carolina, too much afternoon 
and evening sun can cause leaf  scorch, so plant somewhere with morning sun only, or under tall trees that provide 
dappled shade. A general rule of  thumb is the more dissected the leaf, the more shade it needs. Japanese Maples 
with larger leaves, like Bloodgood, can take full sun in North Carolina.
 

For red-leafed varieties, at least 4 to 6 hours of  sun will ensure color retention throughout the growing season, but 
still give these varieties late afternoon and evening shade. Japanese Maples with variegated leaves need more shade 
than green or red-leaved varieties. 

Soil Preparations | Japanese Maples need moist, well-drained soil. Dig the hole for your tree, but before planting, 
fill it with water. If  it takes more than a few hours to drain, you might want to consider another location, or building 
up the soil into a mound or raised bed. Amending your native soil will also help drainage and nutrient uptake. We 
recommend Happy Frog Soil Conditioner, which contains beneficial microbes to stimulate root growth, and humic acid, 
which helps plants take up important nutrients. When amending your soil, mix the native soil and the soil 
conditioner into a 50-50 mix.

Planting | Dig the planting hole twice as wide as the root ball, and as deep as the root ball. Place the tree in the 
hole and backfill with the 50-50 soil mixture you prepared. Keep the top of  the root ball above the soil level by 
about an inch. Mulch 2-3 inches around the base of  the tree to reduce weeds and conserve moisture, but be sure to 
keep an inch wide ring free around the base of  the trunk to allow air circulation.

Maintenance | Japanese Maples do not require a high level of  fertility to perform well, in fact too much Nitrogen 
will cause the tree to grow too fast, weakening the limbs. Too much nitrogen also increases the risk of  leaf  scorch 
during summer. Happy Frog Japanese Maple Fertilizer (4-8-5) is blended especially for these trees with the purpose of  
reducing leaf  scorch and ensuring good fall color. Apply monthly through the growing season. Do not fertilize in 
late fall, as new growth is especially susceptible to damage by frost.

Pests | Japanese Maples are generally very hardy plants that are easy to grow, and if  grown with adequate drainage, 
moisture, and sun conditions, they thrive. Unhealthy plants weaken and become more vulnerable to insect 
infestation. Japanese Maples are susceptible to aphids, caterpillars. To rid your tree of  aphids, spray with Neem Oil 
or purchase and release Lady Bugs, which prey on aphids. Caterpillars can be controlled with a Bt (Bacillus 
therengiensis) spray.

Disease | The most common issues that arise with Japanese Maples stem from inadequate water, too much water, 
or too much sun. However there are a few diseases that Japanese Maples are particularly susceptible to. 
Verticillum Wilt is a fungal disease that can cause wilting and dieback of  leaves. Branches may turn black, slowly 
moving down the trunk. Verticillum Wilt usually occurs if  the plant is too wet. No fungicide is available to help with 
disease, so take steps to improve the drainage around the tree. Cut back dying branches to at least 6 inches below 
the blackening. Bag these branches and dispose of  them in the garbage. Do not put in your compost. 
Pseudonoma causes new buds to blacken, and causes blackening of  the bark and branches. It is an airborne pathogen 
and is usually not fatal to the plant. To manage this pathogen keep the tree protected from rain if  possible. Cut back 
blackening branches and dispose. This will help the tree send out new growth and allow airflow.

Pruning | Japanese Maples are easy to prune if  you wish to keep it a certain size. Prune in late spring or mid to late 
winter. Do not prune in late fall, as pruning will stimulate new growth, which may be damaged by frost.

Recommended Products | Soil: Happy Frog Soil Conditioner | Food: Happy Frog Japanese Maple Fertilizer


