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CARE AT A GLANCE

PRUNING

LIGHT

SOIL

WATER

Hydrangeas should be grown in part sun, performing 
best with morning sun and afternoon shade. Even 
though some species, like the Panicle Hydrangea, will 
grow in full sun they still prefer a bit of  shade, espe-
cially in the South. Mophead Hydrangeas can tolerate 
more shade than most, but bloom better with 3-4 hours 
of  sun each day.
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The ideal soil for Hydrangeas will be rich in nutrients 
and organic matter. Hydrangeas need adequate mois-
ture, but do not perform well in heavy soils that retain 
too much water, like heavy clay. Amending heavy clay 
with soil conditioner or compost creates better drain-
age and a better growing environment for Hydrangeas.

During hot, dry summers, Hydrangeas may wilt during 
the day unless given supplemental water. Typically, they 
will perk up again during cooler nighttime 
temperatures. However, over an extended period of  
time, this may weaken the plant if  it does not receive 
enough rainfall or water. Make sure to give Hydrangeas 
supplemental water during times of  drought.

Different types of  Hydrangeas require different types 
of  pruning. Some bloom on old wood, while others on 
new wood, so timing is everything when it comes to 
pruning Hydrangeas.
 

Old wood bloomers, like Bigleaf  and Oakleaf  
Hydrangea, should be pruned after flowering. Flower 
buds for the following year will begin to develop in late 
summer, so if  you bloom later than this, you may 
sacrifice some of  next year’s flowers. If  you leave 
existing flowers on the branches over winter, only cut 
them back to the first bud beneath the bloom in early 
spring.
 

Prune Hydrangeas that bloom on new wood, such as 
Panicle and Smooth Hydrangea, in late winter when 
they are dormant.
 

Do not shape hydrangeas. Branches should be pruned 
selectively. Most should need little pruning except to 
remove dead branches. Older plants can be rejuvenated 
by pruning down to the base of  the plant.

COLOR & PH
The flowers of  certain Hydrangeas will change color 
depending on the pH of  the soil. Therefore, it is 
possible to change the color of  your flowers by either 
creating a more acidic or alkaline soil. The process can 
take several months. It’s also advisable to wait until 
your shrub has been established for a few months to 
avoid excess stress to the plant.
 

For blue flowers, soil needs to be under 5.5 pH. Add a 
granular acidifier to your soil to lower the pH. Pink 
flowers require alkaline soil, which can be achieved by 
added lime to your soil. White flowers are not affected 
by pH and will always be white.

SOIL HAPPY FROG Soil Conditioner

PH AMENDMENTS ESPOMA Soil Acidifier
ESPOMA Garden Lime
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FEEDING
Fertilize Hydrangeas in spring or early summer, with a 
fertilizer that is high in phosphorus. Phosphorus 
encourages bloom productions. When selecting a 
fertilizer, choose one with an N-P-K rating with a high 
middle number – this indicates a larger percentage 
phosphorus than nitrogen or potassium. Slow-release 
granular fertilizer will ensure that your plant receives 
adequate fertilizer through the growing season.
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