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Acquire Your Cutting | Hardwood cuttings should be taken from the previous year’s growth. Remove any soft 
green growth at the top of  branches you cut. Your cuttings should be woody and about the width of  a pencil.
Cut branches into 6”- 12” sections. At the top end, make a clean, sloping cut just above a bud. At the
bottom end, make a clean, horizontal cut just below a bud. If  there are any leaves on the cuttings, remove
those on the lower half.

· For more gardening advice, visit www.atlanticgardening.com ·
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Planting Your Cutting | If  you have space, you can make a 4”- 8” deep trench in a garden bed for the cuttings, or 
you can use containers. Common media for containers is coarse sand, potting soil, or coconut coir. For trenches, 
put a layer of  sand on the bottom, and fill with compost. Using hormone powder will help your cuttings root faster. 
Simply dip the bottom end of  your cutting in the rooting hormone and tap to shake off  excess powder. Insert the 
cutting into soil so that two-thirds of  it is under the surface, or deep enough that only three buds are above the 
surface. You can put multiple cuttings in one pot, just make sure there is 2” between each one. In a trench, space 
cuttings 4”- 6” apart.

Nuturing Your Cutting | After inserting your cuttings, water thoroughly. You will want to keep the soil damp 
while the cuttings roots, but not too wet or the wood will rot before rooting. Leave cuttings in the trench or in pots 
outside until the following autumn. Just make sure they do not dry out in the summer, again remembering not to 
overwater. When the cuttings have rooted, fransfer to individual pots and grow on to a larger size before planting in 
the ground.

 PLANTS SUITABLE FOR PROPAGATION THROUGH HARDWOOD CUTTINGS
Abelia 
Blueberry
Boxwood
Camellia
Deutzia

Forsythia
Japanese Holly
Yaupon Holly 
Honeysuckle 
Hydrangea

Weigela
Willow

Lilac
Mock Orange
Rose of  Sharon
Rose
Viburnum

AT A GLANCE
TIME OF YEAR

Just after leaves fall or 
late winter before buds break

SUITABLE PLANTS
 Dormant deciduous trees and shrubs, 

vines and some evergreens

RECOMMENDED PRODUCTS

SOIL

ROOTING HORMONE CLONEX Rooting Gel or BONIDE Bontone Rooting Powder

COAST OF MAINE Seed Starter Mix or FOXFARM Happy Frog Potting Soil

PRUNER FELCO Felco 2 Pruner or FELCO Felco 160S Pruner


