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Aphids typically infect camellias on areas of  new growth, 
which they damage by sucking out the insides of  the foliage. 
A secondary effect of  aphids is caused by the secretions the 
pests produce. These attract ants and create the perfect 
environment for the growth of  sooty mold. Aphids may be 
controlled by using a hose to spraying aphids off  the 
infected foliage, or with insecticidal soaps. Sooty mold, 
however must be treated with an insecticide and then wiped 
off.
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Spider Mites are a common, but serious pest of  many 
ornamental plants, including camellia. When infected, leaves 
appear speckled with a silver or bronze cast. Mites are 
typically most active during spring and fall when the weather 
is cool. Some control may be had by spraying the plant with 
water, but usually chemical controls will be more effective. 
To prevent damage for the upcoming year, apply a miticide 
three times in spring, at 7-day intervals.

Scales can cause serious damage to a camellia if  not treated. 
These small insects pierce leaves (and occasionally stems) 
and suck out the sap. When young, scales are called 
“crawlers,” but adults are legless. Crawlers find a spot on 
the leaf, where they pierce the foliage. They then drop off  
their legs and remain in the same spot for the remainder of  
their lives. Many will form a hard shell, or “scale” 
protection over themselves, which makes treating these 
insects difficult. Systemic insecticides are more efficient for 
this reason. Natural forms of  control include scraping the 
scale from the leaves or picking infected leaves off  the 
plant and discarding them in the trash. If  the infestation is 
more severe, spray the plant with horticultural oil in spring, 
when crawlers are active, to maximize efficiency. Repeat 
this regimen a second time, ten days later.
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