
SOILLIGHT ZONE

CARE AT A GLANCE

PESTS & DISEASE

LIGHT

SOIL

WATER
Camellias are native to China and Japan, where they 
can be found growing in the wild as an understory 
plant beneath other trees. In the home garden, they 
thrive best with less than six hours of  sun per day. 
Too much sun will cause the leaves to burn. When 
planning, use the amount of  sunlight available in 
summer. Wintertime sun will not damage the leaves. 
We recommend planting in an eastern or northern 
exposure, or in an area with some shade from nearby 
trees or structures.

FEEDING

RECOMMENDED PRODUCTS

Partial Shade
to Shade

Well-drained,
slightly acidic

Slightly acidic soil is ideal for Camellias. They are 
great understory plants beneath pines, whose needles 
acidify the soil beneath the trees. Well-drained soil is 
also essential, as too much water will cause root rot 
or weaken the plant, making it more susceptible to 
other diseases. 

If  you have clay soil, amend the planting hole with a 
high-quality soil conditioner (see our Tree & Shrub 
Planting Guide for detailed instructions).

Camellias need little water during winter dormancy. 
However, during times of  new growth and when buds 
for the following winter begin to form, water supply 
is essential. If  your camellia is planted in the ground, 
it should typically receive plenty of  rainwater once 
established, except during times of  drought. Be sure 
to hand-water regularly through the first year after 
planting as needed.

Most of  the diseases that affect Camellias are fungal 
in nature. Appropriate fungicides should be used to 
prevent or control them. Common pests include 
Spider Mites, Aphids and Scale. Always read the label 
when using chemical controls. See our Plant Guide, 
Camellia Pests & Diseases for detailed information 
about various diseases and pests, and how to treat 
infected plants.

Feed newly planted Camellias in the spring and again 
around midsummer. Too much fertilizer will harm the 
plant. Always follow the directions on the label. We 
recommend Espoma Holly-tone, a granular fertilizer 
for all acid-loving plants.

DISEASE CONTROL

SOIL HAPPY FROG Soil Conditioner FERTILIZER ESPOMA Holly Tone

BONIDE Copper Fungicide 
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VARIETIES
Two species of  Camellias are commonly grown in 
North Carolina – Camellia japonica and Camellia 
sasanqua. Sasanquas bloom first, in fall-early winter, 
while Japonicas bloom winter to early spring. Many 
cultivars are available of  each. Flower forms are 
subdivided into categories: single, semi-double, 
anemone, peony, rose form double, and formal 
double.

BONIDE Captan
for  Canker & Dieback, Algal Leaf  Spot
for  Flower Blight
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